OLD MASSIVE™
WILL STAND

Action of  Geegraphic
Board ipn Changing Name
of Colorado's Highest
Peak Resented — Prof.
Gannett Opposed Change

PIONEERS TOOK ACTION

Indignation at the action of the

United States Geographic board in
designating the highest point of
Mount Massive as “Gannett Peak”
was rife in circles of pioneers and
other citizens in Leadville yesterday
and resulted in & review of the re-
cords pertaining to the naming of
Colorade’s highest peak, revealing
that Henry Gaanett, for whom the
reak has been named in the 1921 edi-
tion of the geogranhical survey map
hmsel! named Mount Massive ard
that his strenuous opposition was
grimarily responsible for the failure
o! the movement on the part of a
Denver neWwspaper {o have the name
changed to Mount McKinley, shortly
after the death of America's martyr
president,
. Files of the souciety of Leadville
pioneers indicate that a protest was
registered with the United States
Board of Geographx Names follow-
ing a meeting of the local organiza-
tion cn October 17, 1901. Thruout
the section, residents in groups and
individually took it upon themselves
to address protests against changing
the name of Massive to McKinley to
the federal board, and it was in reply
to one of theSe protests that Henry
Cannett, then chairman of the Unit-
ed States Board of Geographic Names,
wrote:

“1 have vour let'er of the 20th con-
cerning the suggestion that the name
Mount Massive be changed to Mount
McKinley.

“I think I am cafe in saying that
the Board of Ceozraphic Names will
take no action in this ct\itter what-
ever. Pe:'sonally, 1 am very much
mterested in it. as_lefinst. appljed the
pame. when im 1873 1 mapped this
country for the Hayden survey.”

In a letter to the Leadville Herald
Democrat, December 10, 1301, Gan-
pett made the statoment:

“In response to your note of in-
quiry concerning the circumstances
attending .the ¢hristening of Massive
mountain, | can uuly answer that the
mountain named itself; its bwad
heavy outline suggests the mame at
once.”

The proposal io change the nmame
of Mount Massive in 1901 struck deep
into the semtimental side of Leadville
pioneers, The cesolution of the So-
ciety of Leadville Pioneers petition-
ing the Geozraphie board to
retain the nrame of Massive
beauti‘vily expres-eq lne atiituae of
the “old-timers” toward the _great
mountain. In part the reseluticn
read: :

“Named: are but things, until the
»fections and the lives of men clothe
them with sentimont and lend mean-
ing to their utterance. Inanimate ob-
jects are thus int ested with the com-
posite  personality of human toil,
struggle and achievement.

“To us. Mount Massive represents
more than the attributes of auny hu-
man entity. In fromtier days we
washed its feet, gleaning a harvest
of golden sands. Later we drove our
steel into its rocky heart and wrestled
wealth from its concealment there.
In decades past our camp fires scat-
' tered nata] increase -o'er its breast.
| For many years ou” eyes have watch-
ed the sun chase shedow in the morn
adown its rugged sides, and shadow
%lollov sunshine *> its topmost peak
at close of day. m early times it
was a landmark from afar to guide
us to our cabin's hearths. Our child-
ren. and our children’s children, first
learned its name from oit told tales
of our adventurs lives. God’s acre,
where our brothers and our loved
ones sleep, nestled within its keeping.
., Mount Massive is o name endeared to
i u- by old associations, and is a her-
jtage we would bequeathe to after
generations of our kindred. There-
fore we plead for the retention of its
ancient mame.”

An article of tha day in the Herald

Democrat svoke cf the view from
- Mount Massive, as follows:
i  “At the sumrdit of Massive you
stand on the highest ridge that di-
vides the watershed of the Atlantic
and Pacific. You can see the Ark-.
ansas and Frying Pan rivers like slim
and tender threads of silver, wen-ling
their way in diYerent direetions to
the two mighty oceans that bound
these great United States. As you
look to the west, in the dim distance
| you can see the Wasatch range in
Utah, and beyond Aspen. Mt. Sopris
rears its snowclad helmet to the
skies. while inte-vening are the In-
dependenece  and Ashcroft ranges,
vith their innumerable foothills. To
the northwest i« the Mount of the
Holy Cross, made known to the world
by Moran's zreat picture,

“To the wes. you look down over
four couniies.

“To the nortl you see Long's peak,
that has cheered and given new life
to ihousands of pilgrims who came
across the plains during the first gold
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